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Scientific Contribution Awards 


The Committee on Scientific Awards is accepting nominations for its 1982 and 1983 awards 
programs. Three awards will be given: the Award for Distinguished Scientific Contribution, 
the Distinguished Scientific Award for Applications in Psychology, and the Distinguished 
Scientific Award for an Early Career Contribution to Psychology. 


1982 PROGRAM 


The Distinguished Scientific Award for an Early Career Contribution to Psychology recognizes 
excellent young psychologists. For purposes of this award, psychology has been divided into 
nine areas (human learning/cognition, psychopathology, physiological, animal, personality, 
developmental, methodological, social, and sensation/ perception). Three awards are given in 
three-year cycles. The titles of the areas were chosen not to stereotype the field but only for 
convenient identification; they are not restrictive. For the 1982 awards program, nominations 
of persons who received their degrees after 1974 are being sought in the areas of animal, 
personality, and developmental psychology. Winners of this award will receive $500. 


1983 PROGRAM 


The committee will select up to three individuals as recipients of the Award for Distinguished 
Scientific Contribution who, in its opinion, have made the most distinguished theoretical or 
empirical contributions to scientific psychology in recent years. 

The Distinguished Scientific Award for Applications in Psychology will be presented to an 
individual who, in the committee’s opinion, has made the most distinguished theoretical or 
empirical advance(s) in understanding or ameliorating an important practical problem. 

The committee is accepting nominations for these two $1,000 awards for 1983 because of 
the great length of time it takes to evauate candidates properly. This evaluation includes 
complete career reviews by the committee and often involves consultation with recognized 
outside experts. The following are ineligible: members of the committee, former recipients 
of the awards, and the APA president and president-elect. For a list of former recipients, refer 
to the January 1981 issue of American Psychologist. 

In the letter of nomination for the senior awards, nominators should include a short statement 
addressing the following questions: (1) Is there a general theme to the research of the nominee? 
(2) Are there one or more important research findings usually attributed to the nominee? (3) 
Has the nominee’s research had a significant impact in the field? (Would it make a difference 
if the research disappeared?) (4) Are there others in the nominee’s field who have had an 
equal or greater impact? (5) What influence has the nominee had on students? (6) How do 
you regard the nominee’s quality and quantity of publications? 

All nominations for all scientific awards must include a statement on the worthiness of the 
nominee, a vita, a list of publications, the names of several scientists familiar with the nominee's 
work, and, for the Early Career Awards only, reprints of the nominee’s outstanding, youthful 
contribution to science. 

Nominations should be sent to the Scientific Affairs office, APA, 1200 Seventeenth St., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20036. The deadline for nominations is January 18, 1982. 
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